
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 
We are delighted to announce that  
the PTA’s Christmas Fayre raised  
£1,068.00. Thank you for your work 
and efforts in supporting the PTA in 
raising such a spectacular sum and a 
special thank you to our amazing PTA members. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER... 
 
Well here we are at the end of the first term as we 
gallop towards Christmas and enjoy the nativities, con-
certs, Christmas dinners and parties!!! 
 
As always, it has been a busy term at Ballifield with the 
development of our curriculum culminating in our first 
ever Fabulous Finish events. The response we have 
had from parents, so far, have been extremely posi-
tive. Mr Clayton will be summarising these comments 
and sharing them with you in the new year.  
 
Next term the Learning Challenges will be focused on 
developing the children’s geographical skills so if you 
would like to offer your expertise in school please con-
tact your child’s class teacher.  
 
There continues to be a wide range of activities and 
opportunities for Ballifield children to experience from 
Science and Gardening clubs to the Y6 Condover resi-
dential, Lego building in Y4, the Y1 trip to St. Mary’s 
church and sporting events including swimming galas, 
sports hall athletics and basketball competitions.  
 
I wish you all a fabulous Christmas and a well de-
served break once it comes. Happy New Year 2019! 

With thanks and best wishes, 

Amanda Smith 

Ballifield will close for the Christmas break on  
Friday 21st December at 3.15pm. 

 
We re-open to children on Monday 7th January 

2019. 

THANK YOU AND GOODBYE 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you 
and good luck to Mrs Katie Evans (Reception teacher) 
and Miss Hannah Bland (HLTA) who will be leaving 
Ballifield on Friday for new career opportunities.  
 
We wish them well in their new ventures and would 
like to thank them for their commitment over the years 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Our attendance target for this year is 97%. We are 
currently at 96.1%. The national average is 96.6%. 
 
Remember, attendance matters and is crucial to 
achieving successful outcomes at school and in later 
life. Your child has a right to an education and to come 
to school everyday.  

LEADING PARENT PARTNERSHIP AWARD 
 
It gives me great pleasure to inform you that Ballifield 
Primary School has been successful in achieving the 
LPPA. The preparation for this work has been ongoing 
since 2015 and has been led by Miss Paget (Y1 teach-
er).  
Thank you to Miss Paget for all her hard work and 
commitment to this award, to the parents who gave up 
their time to meet with the external assessor, to the 
school Governors, to the Pupil Council and to all of the 
staff who have supported Miss Paget in collating evi-
dence for the different aspects of the award.  
Once we have received the final report we will share 
with you the strengths and next steps and how we 
plan to continue to develop 
our partnership work with 
parents.  

HOUSE TEAM REWARD 
 
At the end of this week we will be adding up the 
house point tokens to find out who our winning House 
team will be for this half-term. The Tigers have been 
leading the way so far! 
Due to Christmas parties on the last day, the winning 
house team reward will take place in January. The 
reward will depend on which is the winning house. We 
will inform you of this in the New Year.  
Thank you to Mr Cassidy who has organised some 
wonderful assemblies with representatives from the 
four different Sheffield teams that our houses repre-
sent. 

WINTER WEATHER 
 

 As a general rule, unless extreme weather  
conditions persist, you can assume that we will  
open, and remain open. We will do this both in order to 
provide education for the children and for the conven-
ience of parents who themselves need to get to work. 
In the rare event that we decide to close the school on 
Health and Safety grounds, we will send a message via 
Parent Mail as soon as possible.  
It is helpful if you do not telephone school to find out if 
we are open otherwise it ties up a member of staff to 
answer a constantly ringing phone at a time when we 
need to be planning and preparing for the day. If there 
is a decision not to open, you will be sent an email via 
Parent Mail and it will be announced on local radio.   
It would be helpful if you do not collect your child early 
on a snowy day (unless we have contacted you to say 
that school is closing early) as it can be very disruptive 
taking children out of class as others want to join  
them! Please only consider this in extreme circum-
stances.  
We do understand that some parents, especially those 
who do not live within easy walking distance, may feel 
that it is unsafe to try to get children to school. We 
also understand, if the weather is unusually extreme 
you may decide to be at home with your child. In these 
situations, please make your own decision with the 
best interests of Health and Safety and the needs of 
your individual child in mind.  
In terms of children at play, we do not allow any snow-
balling or kicking of snow. The children are not to 
make slides on snow or ice. We usually allow outdoor 
play but only for children wearing waterproof boots (no 
other footwear) and a coat, hat and gloves. A spare 
pair of indoor shoes/PE pumps would be desirable.  
We hope this is helpful in clarifying our policy and we 
hope for snowy weekends rather than weekdays!  


