
 

 
                                     Year 1 Reading 

November 2019 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
 
We really appreciate the support that families offer their children and we know that many of you would like 
further information with regards to reading.  At school children have daily reading practise in Letters and 
Sounds sessions.  In these sessions we focus on particular sounds appropriate to your child’s reading 
stage. We also listen to children read in small groups (guided reading), appropriate to their reading stage, 
once a week. They have explicit reading teaching, where they learn strategies to read and comprehend. 
Children then have the opportunity to read the text with a partner in a follow up session in order to 
develop fluency, pace and expression. When appropriate, the children may then answer questions related 
to the text to show their understanding.  We aim to listen to individual children as often as possible; this 
may be with a member of staff or a reading volunteer. 
 
In terms of books to read at home, children are provided with a levelled book appropriate to their reading 
stage. This book should be read once a day to an adult for 5-10 minutes. They should keep the same text 
for a minimum of three days as children need to practise reading by building fluency, pace and 
expression. 
 
A suggested outline: 
 

Day 1 Ask your child to predict what the book might be about, which clues they can spot on the 
cover/blurb and then listen to your child read the book.  Your child may need prompts to 
spot sounds they have been learning and sight words. 
 

Day 2 Ask your child what they remember about the book and listen to them read it again, 
focusing on reading fluently, with pace and expression. 
 

Day 3 Listen to your child read the book and ask them questions about it. 
 

 
Adults should write a short comment in their child’s reading record as to how they have been reading at 
home. Staff at school will read your comments and regular home readers will receive sticker rewards and 
certificates! 
 
Children should return books to school on the following days, where they will then be changed for another 
book: 

 
Tuesday & Friday 

 
 
Thank you for your support with this. If there are any further questions, please do speak to us after school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Burkinshaw and Miss Clayton 
Y1 Teachers 


