
CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 
We are delighted to announce that  
the PTA’s Christmas Fayre raised  £600. 
Thank you for your work and efforts in 
supporting the PTA in raising such a 
spectacular sum and a special thank 
you to our amazing PTA members. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER... 
 
 
As always, it has been a busy term at Ballifield with 
the development of our new Dimensions curriculum. 
The children have had lots of exciting visits, visitors 
and trips to enhance and support their learning of the 
Conflict and Communication themes.  
 
Next term the Dimensions theme will be exploring 
‘Culture’ which links to our curriculum driver ‘Diversity’. 
If you would like to offer your support in school please 
contact your child’s class teacher and complete the slip 
that we sent previously.  
 
Our main school priority this year continues to be 
reading so we would be grateful if you could support 
your child to keep reading over the Christmas holiday 
and to ensure that Father Christmas delivers books on 
Christmas day!  
 
In the New Year we will be launching a ‘Reading Chal-
lenge’ as we need more children reading regularly at 
home to support their reading development.  
 
I wish you all a fabulous Christmas and a well de-
served break. Happy New Year 2020! 

With thanks and best wishes, 

Amanda Smith 

Ballifield will close for the Christmas break on  
Friday 20th December at 3.15pm. 

 
We re-open to children on Monday 6th January 

2020. 

 
SHEFFIELD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL SNOWFLAKE 
 
If you are out and about  in Sheffield this Christmas, 
you may notice the Ballifield snowflake lit up outside 
the Children’s Hospital. Rebecca, in Y6, continues to 
lead fundraising activities in school to support this 
charity that is close to her heart. We have a target to 
raise £500 as part of the fundraising work for the 
Christmas snowflake. The School Pupil Council are or-
ganising  a pyjama day for the Spring term where the 
children will pay £1.00. More information to follow.  
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Our attendance target for this year is 97%. We are 
currently at 95.6%. The national average is 96.6%. 
 
Remember, attendance matters and is crucial to 
achieving successful outcomes at school and in later 
life.  

 
 

HOUSE TEAM REWARD 
 
At the end of this week we will be adding up the house 
point tokens to find out who our winning House team 
will be for this half-term. The Tigers have been leading 
the way so far! 
 
Due to Christmas parties on the last day, the winning 
house team reward will take place in January. The re-
ward will depend on which is the winning house. We 
will inform you of this in the New Year.  

WINTER WEATHER 
 
 As a general rule, unless extreme weather  
conditions persist, you can assume that we will  
open, and remain open. We will do this both in order 
to provide education for the children and for the con-
venience of parents who themselves need to get to 
work. In the rare event that we decide to close the 
school on Health and Safety grounds, we will send a 
message via Parent Mail as soon as possible.  
It is helpful if you do not telephone school to find out 
if we are open otherwise it ties up a member of staff 
to answer a constantly ringing phone at a time when 
we need to be planning and preparing for the day. If 
there is a decision not to open, you will be sent an 
email via Parent Mail and it will be announced on local 
radio.   
It would be helpful if you do not collect your child early 
on a snowy day (unless we have contacted you to say 
that school is closing early) as it can be very disruptive 
taking children out of class as others want to join  
them! Please only consider this in extreme circum-
stances.  
We do understand that some parents, especially those 
who do not live within easy walking distance, may feel 
that it is unsafe to try to get children to school. We 
also understand, if the weather is unusually extreme 
you may decide to be at home with your child. In 
these situations, please make your own decision with 
the best interests of Health and Safety and the needs 
of your individual child in mind.  
In terms of children at play, we do not allow any 
snowballing or kicking of snow. The children are not to 
make slides on snow or ice. We usually allow outdoor 
play but only for children wearing waterproof boots 
(no other footwear) and a coat, hat and gloves. A 
spare pair of indoor shoes/PE pumps would be desira-
ble.  
We hope this is helpful in clarifying our policy and we 
hope for snowy weekends rather than weekdays!  

LOST PROPERTY 
 
We continue to  have a  significant amount of lost 
property that we would like to be returned to their 
owners.  Could I please ask that your child’s name is 
written/sewn into all items of uniform as this ensures 
that clothing items left around school can be returned. 


